Six Weeks of Reading and Thinking about Orbiting Jupiter
Week 1- p.1- 45

1. What academic subject did Joseph excel in?

2. What did Jack mean by saying, “Rosie loves him,” in answer to his mother’s question?

3. What are a few possible negative outcomes that were prevented by Jack joining Joseph as
he walked to school?

4. Jack consistently counts Joseph’s smiles throughout the book. Why?

5. Who do you think Maddie is, and why was Joseph so angry when Jack said her name?

6. Jack has gotten in trouble twice for Joseph. Would you have joined Joseph in his bus
boycott?



Six Weeks of Reading and Thinking about Orbiting Jupiter
Week 2- p. 45- 68

1. What are the names of the three boys who Jack warns Joseph about?

2. At the end of this selection, the family goes ice skating, but it wasn’t as easy as going
to an ice rink. Summarize the different steps they took to get ready to skate.

3. If you were in charge of Joseph’s school, what would you to do try to keep him safe
from the boys who are threatening him?

4. Compare and contrast the different ways that Mr. Canton and Coach Swieteck think
about and treat Joseph, including information from last week’s reading.

5. Have you ever had to tell a friend something you didn’t want to tell them? Share
about your experience, in detail, if you feel comfortable, or just your emotions if you
prefer to keep the situation private or how you imagine it would feel if you haven’t
experienced it personally.

6. People keep warning Jack to stay away from Joseph. Do you think he should? Why
or Why not?



Six Weeks of Reading and Thinking about Orbiting Jupiter
Week 3- p.69-100

1. What is the significance of Jupiter?

2. What tragedies brought Joseph to the point he was willing to take the drugs?

3. How might have Joseph’s life changed if the tragedies from question 2 never
happened?

4. There is a sentence after the locker room incident that completely stops two different
adults from lecturing. Write the sentence below and explain why it is so powerful.

5. If Jack had not gotten involved, how would that have affected the relationship
between Joseph and Jack?

6. Put yourself in either Joseph’s shoes after learning the news about Maddie or in
Jack’s shoes when he walks into the locker room. How would you be feeling, and what
would you do similarly or differently than the character you chose.



Six Weeks of Reading and Thinking about Orbiting Jupiter
Week 4- p.100-138

1. What was the best gift that Joseph got for Christmas?

2. Compare Joseph and Maddie’s story to that of Joseph and Mary that he heard at
church. How are their stories similar and different?

3. Mr. Brook is one of the antagonists of this story. List specific instances of this
character saying and doing negative things that set him up as the antagonist.

4. List the steps taken to try to let Joseph see Jupiter before he takes his visitation into
his own hands.

5. The legal system/ foster care/ governmental rules and process all prevent Jack’s
parents and Mrs. Stroud from allowing Joseph to see his daughter. Legal battles and
red tape like this happen to real families as well. What would you change about the
legal system if you had the power to do so to make cases like Joseph’s better?

6. As an outsider, do you think Joseph should be able to have a relationship with
Jupiter? Why or why not?



Six Weeks of Reading and Thinking about Orbiting Jupiter
Week 5- p.139-164 (chapter 7)

1. What name did the librarian give Jack?

2. Why do you think Jack checked the library as a place for Joseph?

3. What would you have said to the librarian to convince her to let Joseph meet Jupiter?

4. The librarian said, “it wouldn’t be good for him, and I’'m not sure it would be good for
her.” How are the bold phrases different? Put yourself in her shoes, and explain your
reasons for using those words.

5. What did you think was going to happen at the librarian’s house? Were you right or
wrong and how did you feel about this scene?

6. Defend the librarian’s choice to only give a picture instead of a meeting.



Six Weeks of Reading and Thinking about Orbiting Jupiter
Week 6- p. 165-end

1. Why did Joseph’s father come back?

2. Summarize the end of the book, starting from when Joseph’s father arrived?

3. Why is the book titled, “Orbiting Jupiter’?

4. Why did Joseph go with his dad? Was it the right thing to do?

5. How would you have changed the ending?

6. Did this book have a happy ending? Why or Why Not?



Six Weeks of Reading and Thinking about Orbiting Jupiter
Week 1- p.1- 45

These answers, for the most part, are suggestions only, and other answers might also be excellent
answers as well. Bold answers are the ones where there is little room for diversion.

1. What academic subject did Joseph excel in?
He excelled in math.

2. What did Jack mean by saying, “Rosie loves him,” in answer to his mother’s question?
| think he weant that since Rosie, the cow, was comfortable with him, that Jiseph is actualy vt 4 bad person,
in spite of his past.

3. What are a few possible negative outcomes that were prevented by Jack joining Joseph as
he walked to school?

The main negative outtome that was prexented was Jseph faling info the ice and freezing o death Put he
dlso could have gptten lost on his way o schwl because he didnt know his way

4. Jack consistently counts Joseph’s smiles throughout the book. Why?

Joseph has bud a vealy hard lite, and doesnt smile much, o his vare swiles are simething o be remembered
Kother possibilty is that Jack wants to vemember exactly why Jiseph siiled betause they were such specia
moments for lim

(key fo this answer is acknonledging i means that they are vare/specia

5. Who do you think Maddie is, and why was Joseph so angry when Jack said her name?

| think Maddie is the wmother of Jupiter, and Joseph wisses her and doesit want anyone to talk about her.
(Students can speculate however they want— sister, mither, friend, etc. as bng as they give a god guess and
reason for his anger)

6. Jack has gotten in trouble twice for Joseph. Would you have joined Joseph in his bus boycott
and why or why not?

Example Yes

Yes, | would have pined Joseph n his bus boyeott because | wouldnt want him fo have o gp fo schnol by
himself.

Example No

No, | would vt hane pined Joseph, | would vot want to walk two wiles o skl exery day, especialy it it was
cold.



Six Weeks of Reading and Thinking about Orbiting Jupiter
Week 2- p. 45- 68

1. What are the names of the three boys who Jack warns Joseph about?
The boys are Nick Porter, Brian Boss, and Jay Perkins.

2. At the end of this selection, the family goes ice skating, but it wasn’t as easy as going
to an ice rink. Summarize the different steps they took to get ready to skate.

First, they had 1o shvel away the snow from the ice. Then they gt wood, and wade 4 fire fo warm up
after ckating Last, they qot their skates on, and were ready to ckate.

3. If you were in charge of Joseph’s school, what would you to do try to keep him safe
from the boys who are threatening him?
Mswers may Nary. Example: | would change the sthedule oo they werent in the same classes.

4. Compare and contrast the different ways that Mr. Canton and Coach Swieteck think
about and treat Joseph, including information from last week’s reading.

Mr. Canfon and Coach Swieteck both dont like Wis actions, and fry o encourage him to make better
decisions. Mr. Canton howexer, thinks of Vim a5 a bad kid, always assumes the worst about him and
makes Jseph nerwus, veminding him of otner adults who ddnt freat il rigit. Coach Swieteck ks ouf
for him, made Vim smile and gives him opportunities to succeed (Example only, answers wil vary, buf 4
g a5 they ave in line with the text, they are gud).

5. Have you ever had to tell a friend something you didn’t want to tell them? Share
about your experience, in detail, if you feel comfortable, or just your emotions if you
prefer to keep the situation private or how you imagine it would feel if you haven’t
experienced it personally.

Answers Wil vary

6. People keep warning Jack to stay away from Joseph. Do you think he should? Why
or Why not?

Evample- Stay away

Josephn's past and his visky belaior have put Jack nfo vealy dangevous situations, and are gefting him in
trouble with the teachers, his parents and his former Friends, and | think thut Jack wight end up getting
hurt because he is too vice fo Joseph.

Evample- Stay close

Joseph needs 4 friend, and vould get info wore trouble if Jack wasnt wiling o be there for him, and that
friendship is wore important than getting into trouble.



Six Weeks of Reading and Thinking about Orbiting Jupiter
Week 3- p.69-100

1. What is the significance of Jupiter?

Juptter started as st Joseph's faworite planet, Maddie <aid i was hers too when he said he loved t, and
Maddie used their favorite planet as a way to show she ol cared about Jiseph when she named their
daugrter Jupiter.

2. What tragedies brought Joseph to the point he was willing to take the drugs?
He learned e hnad a daugrter, tat he had o survender custody of her, and that Maddie didnt survive
chidbivth all within a chort time, and it was too much for him o handle.

3. How might have Joseph’s life changed if the tragedies from question 2 never
happened?

- Maddie hwd surived, first off, he wigit vt have decided fo sign away custody of her, and might hune had
more of 4 velaionship with Jupiter from the start. Moo, e wouldt lave been in such a bw, depressed place
when the boy with the deugs came in, and he wight vot have exen been offered drugs in the first place.
Put exen it e was offered drugs, it he wasnt s depresced and heartbroken, he wight ot have taken
them. Consequently, he wouldnt have aftacked the teacher, wouldnt have gone to Stone Mountain, and might
have had 4 better lite with his dad (However, deep thinkers cold even g further and decide that since he
wouldnt bave ever had the past af Stone Mountain, he would ofil be at home being abused by s dad, never
have wet Jack and wade 4 friend and wight have actualy had a worse lite in that way).

4. There is a sentence after the locker room incident that completely stops two different
adults from lecturing. Write the sentence below and explain why it is so powerful.

"Would you hane left 4 quy being beat up to g find a teacher? The puint of the sentence is that dltiugh
Kids are typicaly taugit fo vot get inwed, and get help, that Jiseph needed help immedistely, and Jack's lack
of intervention could have ended worse for Jiseph, and while the pacifist side is always endorsed by adults,
there are times that it st isnt in the best intevest of all parties.

5. If Jack had not gotten involved, how would that have affected the relationship
between Joseph and Jack?

It wight have bult up 4 wall between them, could make Jseph vesent Jack instead of bringing them closer
fogether.

6. Put yourself in either Joseph’s shoes after learning the news about Maddie or in
Jack’s shoes when he walks into the locker room. How would you be feeling, and what
would you do similarly or differently than the character you chose.

Answers will vary widehy,



Six Weeks of Reading and Thinking about Orbiting Jupiter
Week 4- p.100-138

1. What was the best gift that Joseph got for Christmas?
Wi best gift was learning that Jack's pavents were qoing fo help him see Jupiter

2. Compare Joseph and Maddie’s story to that of Joseph and Mary that he heard at
church. How are their stories similar and different?

They bith are 4 yung couple who find they are qing to have 4 baby, and i is very difficutt for botih
unfortunately in Jiseph's cace, they dont get any wiracubus infervention, Maddie doesnt make it, and
Jseph doesnt get 1o be with his baby

3. Mr. Brook is one of the antagonists of this story. List specific instances of this
character saying and doing negative things that set him up as the antagonist.

He is abusive 1o Joseph. e is using the babys evistence to try fo get money while keeping Juptter
from getting a qud home, he tries to comince Joseph that Jackss parents arent gud ton.

4. List the steps taken to try to let Joseph see Jupiter before he takes his visitation into
his own hands.

Jcks parents called the counsebr, several times, they had teachers write vecommendation lefters, and
Mrs. Stroud fried to infervene, but all were unsuccesshul

5. The legal system/ foster care/ governmental rules and process all prevent Jack’s
parents and Mrs. Stroud from allowing Joseph to see his daughter. Legal battles and
red tape like this happen to real families as well. What would you change about the
legal system if you had the power to do so to make cases like Joseph'’s better?

(Student answers wil vary, answer that folows is my personal opinion as an example answern). | would
utiize curvent technobgy like Skype and Facetime to assist in situations like this. I there is 4 fear of
sbuse, ewotional or physicdl, prexenting parents from being with theie kids, Skype could alow face fo
face communication without the visk of physical haem, and it the conversation betomes negative, the
foster parent can simply ang up, whle alowing aud velationships and contact o continue while the
legal mess is worked through

6. As an outsider, do you think Joseph should be able to have a relationship with
Jupiter? Why or why not?

k es' answer could Cite Joseph's posttive. inferactions with Jack, feachers, and bis god wotives vow that he
it influenced by drugs. k o' answer could Cite his propensity fowards vidlence or exen the fact that he i
too oung to care for her, and it wight be easier for her sake to vot huve a relationship withh bim



Six Weeks of Reading and Thinking about Orbiting Jupiter
Week 5- p.139-164 (chapter 7)

1. What name did the librarian give Jack?
She called him ‘Guy Who Has Juptter Father's Back.

2. Why do you think Jack checked the library as a place for Joseph?
k few prssble reasins ave that it was warm, Jiseph enpys veading, or that it doesnt cost money fo g
there.

3. What would you have said to the librarian to convince her to let Joseph meet Jupiter?
| vould have fold her bow much he s changed ver the last several months, and explained how my
parents, the feachers, and the social worker all have been trying to make it happen, but that there is
such & back up in the paperwork that It isnt happening and Jupiter keeps growing whle they wait
for the legal system to catch up with the adul recommendations. (Student answers will vary).

4. The librarian said, “it wouldn’t be good for him, and I’'m not sure it would be good for
her.” How are the bold phrases different? Put yourself in her shoes, and explain your
reasons for using those words.

When she says “wouldnt* she is showing that she is confident that Jiseph should ot get inwed with
her. The ‘ot sure” anower is less confident, and shows that she thinks it is passible that Jupiter
should meet him I | were her, | would explain that t is wore difficult to be wiling to be apart from
your ohild after you meet them, and it was for his protection. | would also explain that while baby
Juptter wight lice weeting her dad,  wmight be hard for her to see him when she wont get to be
with him.

5. What did you think was going to happen at the librarian’s house? Were you right or
wrong and how did you feel about this scene?

| thougit that he was finaly gong to get to meet Juptter, but | was wrong. | liked that he at least oot
the picture, but wish he could have gptten more. M the same fime, | understand the librarian's
reluctance.

6. Defend the librarian’s choice to only give a picture instead of a meeting.

GiNe a ot of student freedom heve. Some possible defence angles could be that she was legaly
bligated to keep them apart, she moraly thought # was bad for bt of them, she could have been
trying fo protect Juptter from a boy she doesit know anything about but his Niolent history, efc.



Six Weeks of Reading and Thinking about Orbiting Jupiter
Week 6- p. 165-end

1. Why did Joseph’s father come back?
He came back fo get Jseph

2. Summarize the end of the book, starting from when Joseph’s father arrived?

Jsephis tatner arvived, and used a qun fo threaten the family. Joseph intervened to save Jack from the gun,
and they drve away. Unfortunately they went off a broken bridge into the icy water and vetther surived
Mter some time passed, Jack's parents adopted Jupiter

3. Why is the book titled, “Orbiting Jupiter”?

The tile comes from Juptter, the daugiter. Ml of the events in the story vewive/votate around this litle gl
and her existence. Jupiter's existence is what costs Maddie her life. Maddie's death steers the events in
Jseph's life o the point that he was in foster care and eventualy with Jack, and the story ends with Jupiter
9etting the happy endig,

4. Why did Joseph go with his dad? Was it the right thing to do?

Joseph went with his dad fo save Jack from being hurt by bis father. Students can arque for or aguinst
being the vight thing to do, based on their knowledge of it causing Joseph's death, but dlso knowing tht it
could ave: meant hari without him gping oo

5. How would you have changed the ending?
Student answers wil vary,

6. Did this book have a happy ending? Why or Why Not?

Students can arque for a happy ending for Juptter's sake, and the py that the last chapter brings as 4
somewhat good veslution. Students can also argue for a sad endng because even though Juptter hud a g
ending, Joseph ddnt surive, Maddie ddnt surive, Juptter never got to know her birth pacents, and Joseph
Nexer gpf 1o meef her in person,



Few more follow up Questions/topics to Discuss

Did you like the book? Why or Why Not?

What were some of the deeper themes in the book?
- Talk about friendship
- Talk about pevceptions and judgement
- Talk dbout woat | means to 'do the vight thing’

What character did you like best?
Talk about counting smiles. Why Jack counted Joseph’s smiles, why he lost count.

All of the major characters in the story had challenges. One possible assignment would
be to give each student a character and explain in either first or third person the
challenges that character had, and how they handled them.

Jack

Joseph

Maddie

Jack’s Father

Joseph’s Father

The Librarian/Foster Mother

Maddie’s parents

Mrs. Stroud






