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9th Grade English/Language Arts

Mrs. Lisa Kraiza
Room #129 Phone # 248-336-7784 Ext. #2956
E-mail: lkraiza@oakparkschools.org
Class Website: www.mrskraiza.weebly.com
Dear Parents/Guardians:

Welcome to a new school year! I look forward to working with you and your child.  Please read through the policies and expectations as stated below.

LEARNING GOALS/ OBJECTIVES

Students will engage with a wide variety of texts from poetry to non-fiction to promote literacy.  Students will become independent readers and thinkers while being able to compare texts, respond to texts and infer from texts.  Students will make real world connections through this engagement of reading, writing, speaking and creating within a variety of text.

*The following units of study are covered in 9th grade ELA:

*Units are subject to change 

First Semester:
-Writing personal narratives

-Independent reading (fiction)

-Reading short/long fiction strategically
-Writing about fiction

Second Semester:
-Reading non-fiction
-Reading non-fiction independently

-Informational writing 
-Memoir
CONTENT/ STATE STANDARDS ADDRESSED

You may find all standards for English Language Arts at the following:

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy
 Class Expectations:
1.)  Be on time
 It is expected that all students are seated and working when the bell rings.  Each day we will begin with bell work.  This may include a writing prompt, punctuation/grammar, game, or free write.

2.)  Be prepared
You are prepared for class if you have all needed materials with you.  Please bring the following to class every day:

-pens/pencils/highlighters (colored pens are welcome except for red)
-lined paper/spiral notebook/composition notebook (writer's notebook)

-folder (for this class only)

-class handouts/novel/reading materials

-flash drive (we have laptops!
3.)  Grading policy
Your grade will be based on the following, but is not limited to:

-written assignments (essays, etc)

-reading log/annotations

-writer's notebook

-bell work

-articles of the week

-other work/homework assignments/group activities
-quizzes/tests/benchmark assessments
Grades are based on the point system and the grading (homework is worth 10% of your grade, projects 25%, class assignments 25%, and tests and quizzes 40%) is based on the Oak Park School District's grading policy.  Students and parents can always check current grade/attendance status via the online Oak Park Zangle grading system.  Please contact the office if you do not have a password for this system.

Late work/make up work:  It is extremely important to complete all assignments.  Assignments are due on the due date.  Late work will be accepted, but late/missing work must be in by the required late work date.  If you are absent, it is your responsibility to obtain any missed work.  Please check our classroom website for assignments. 
4.)  Homework – Homework may vary.  Most weeks you will be required to read and annotate an article of the week.   Homework is passed out on Monday and due by Friday.  The links to the articles will be available on our classroom website.
7.)  Show respect
Respect our learning community.  If you are having difficulty the following actions may be taken.
1.) Warning

2.) Student/teacher conference

3.) Call home

4.) Office*

*I will request immediate assistance from the office in certain situations, such as fighting, etc.

OUR LEARNING DAY

10 min.  Meet and Greet:  Do Now/Journal

20 min.  Instructional Time, Mini-Lesson, Modeling

15 min.  Independent Practice, Class/Group Work Time

5 min.   Check/Assess and Report Out
5 min.   Clean Up and Final Words of Encouragement

**This schedule can adjust as needed

